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As part of the Bivouac event Scouts/Explorer Scouts will need to a

penknife. As Leaders we know the subject of young people having

access to knives is an emotive one.

Please take some time to read the attached article that was in April/May

‘09 Scouting Magazine. It will answer any questions you may have.

Bivouac Guidelines

• It is recommended that Scouts/Explorer Scouts use a penknife for this

event. A good example is the Swiss Army type penknife. This is because

of the quality of steel, size of the blade and other tools that are part of

this penknife make it ideal.

• When travelling the penknife must be packed in the rucksack.
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• During the event the penknife must be kept in a pouch on a belt and it is

recommended that the penknife is tied to a belt loop by a piece of cord.

• Leaders will provide training on how to clean, maintain and best use the

penknife. The event will demonstrate that a penknife is an essential tool

for survival and is not a weapon.

• It is recommended that gloves are worn when using the penknife.

• The penknife must not be used after dark.

• Anyone found using their penknife in an improper manner, will have the

penknife confiscated. This will result in the Scout/Explorer Scout failing

the award and they will be sent home.

• A separate request must be made to the responsible Scout Leader or

Camp Leader before bring a penknife on other Scouting activities.


