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Scouting is certainly flourishing in Birmingham with the number of young people and 
adult volunteers having increased in each of our Districts over the last year. As a 
County our total membership has increased by 544 to 6,302 members, a rise of 7.8 per 
cent. This is a great achievement, particularly when compared to the national average 
increase of 2.7 per cent and is testament to the hard work and commitment put in by our 
leaders each and every week.

The County Development Project, funded by the Youth United Foundation, has seen 
significant successes and has strongly supported the County’s overall growth. Since 
the project started in January 2013 we’ve opened 23 new sections in new and existing 
groups with 282 young people and 55 leaders joining Scouting. We’ve developed some 
new approaches to recruitment through the project and will be looking to roll these out to 
all of our Districts through 2014.

In order to ensure our leaders are supported effectively and given the tools to do their 
jobs we’re investing in our leader training provision within the County and have, over the 
last year, appointed a new County Training Manager and made a number of changes to 
our training scheme and the ways in which leaders can access training. We’ve seen an 
increased number of Safeguarding and First Aid courses scheduled for 2014, and most 
significantly have been able to secure the funding needed to offer our core training 
modules to all leaders free of charge.

Through our Groups and Districts we regularly see our members being offered the 
opportunity to take part in a wide range of activities and over the last year we’ve 
continued to organise and run a series of high quality activities and events as a County 
including an older Cub’s camp, our annual Bivouac weekend, BrumVenture our annual 
Scout badge weekend and iceSCOUT our winter camp for Scouts and Explorer Scouts.

Birmingham has continued to see high numbers of young people achieving Chief Scouts 
Awards, Duke of Edinburgh Awards and Queen’s Scout Awards. Over 270 young people 
took part in Chief Scouts Award presentations during 2013 with three Duke of Edinburgh 
Gold Awards and 12 Queen’s Scouts Awards being awarded.

During the course of the year we have also selected our contingent of 36 young people 
and four leaders who will represent the County at the 2015 World Scout Jamboree in 
Japan.  This is a fantastic opportunity and it’s been great to see the Contingent members 
coming together and kicking off their fundraising campaign.

One of our biggest achievements for 2013 was the launch of the National Memorial 
Project which is looking to raise funds for the construction and maintenance of a new 
memorial to everybody involved in Scouting who has given service to their Country. This 
has been a huge success and has been well supported both within Birmingham and 
nationally and we’re well on track to raise the £80,000 needed.

During 2013 we’ve also seen a number of changes within our team of District 
Commissioners with Andrew Lloyd taking on the role in Rea Valley, Nigel Speakman in 
Sutton Coldfield East, Andy Collins in Sutton Coldfield West and from March 2014 Adam 
Brinkworth will take responsibility for Cole Valley South. We wish Andrew, Nigel, Andy 
and Adam all the best in their new roles and also extend our thanks to our outgoing DCs 
Russell Woodhall, Dave Shipton, Janet Sutton and Paul Goon for all of their hard work 
and commitment over many years.

From an administrative perspective we’re delighted to be able to report that the County’s 
financial performance continues to improve with a small operating surplus being 
generated during 2013, supported by the proceeds from the County Shop which is now 
being run out of Hatchett Street again and is being well supported from across the 
County. Lastly, and by no means least, it’s great to see our activity centres at Blackwell 
Court and Pikes Pool continue to go from strength to strength with continued investment 
in new activities and facilities giving Birmingham a great resource that can be enjoyed by 
all of its members.

Our thanks go out to all of the volunteers within Scouting in Birmingham who make 
everything possible.
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County Centres - Blackwell Court and Pikes Pool
Blackwell Adventure are pleased to report another year of increased 

activity whilst maintaining the balance between our mid-week 
bookings from Schools and Colleges and the wider Scout and Guide 

business. Our returned customer questionnaires have again 
confirmed that those young people visiting our two centres continue to 
experience high quality levels of accommodation and challenging and 

adventurous activities all delivered with excellent customer service. 
2013 has been a year of consolidation with general improvements 

being made to both Blackwell Court and Pikes Pool. 

We were pleased to receive a grant of £18,000 from Birmingham 
County (being the balance of the Lord Mayor’s Appeal) and this will 

be used to develop the new adventurous activity facility at Pikes Pool 
which is planned to open in late Spring 2014. We are also planning to 

replace the boilers at Blackwell Court providing state of the art 
showers for both boys and girls in anticipation of the major 

Warwickshire Girl Guide camp taking place this summer. The 
Blackwell Adventure Board expects 2014 to be a another year of 

progress and the current level of bookings remain at a strong level 
giving optimism for the year as a whole.  

Trustees
The Trustees of the Scout Association County of Birmingham are 

appointed in accordance with the Policy Organisation and Rules of 
The Scout Association. The Birmingham Scout Association is itself a 

registered charity (524566) and is part of the national Scout 
Association which is established by Royal Charter. The Trustees are 

mindful of their continued duty to assess and monitor the risks to 
which they believe the Birmingham Scout County is exposed to and to 

take any actions necessary to mitigate such risks.

County Executive
The County Executive has met four times during 2014 and has dealt 

with matters on an ongoing basis. There have been two 
sub-committees operating during the year – the long established 

Faiths and Beliefs sub-committee and the County Shop 
sub-committee which has been overseeing the County Shop.

County Management Team
The County Management Team (CMT) has met on a regular basis 

during 2013, focusing on the work of volunteers and services offered 
to the County as a whole. During 2013 the financial management of 

the County has continued to be in the forefront of the CMT’s 
consideration as has the continued development of the County’s 

properties. On behalf of the whole County, the CMT members would 
like to thank all the volunteers in the sections, Groups, Districts and 

County, together with those who work at Hatchett Street and at 
Blackwell/Pikes Pool for all their efforts in helping the County to 

continue to provide services to all the young people involved with
Scouting in Birmingham.



St George’s Day 2014 
Awards

Silver Wolf
• John McMahon
• David Shipton
• Geoffrey Shuttleworth

Bar To The Silver Acorn
• Bernard Hill
• Coral Howard
• Robert Mayne
• David Tredwell

Silver Acorn
• Jacqueline Boden
• Tony Butler
• Michael Cook
• Paul Goon
• Steven Gurmin
• Richard Hyland
• Brenda Nettles
• Janet Sutton

Medal for Meritorious Conduct
• Trevor Thompson (Deceased)

Bar To The Award of Merit
• Malcolm Bird (posthumous)

2013 Executive 
Committee Members

Ex-Officio
Rick Keeber - 
County Commissioner
Roger Morcom - County 
Chairman (until May 2013)
Dave Allen - County Chairman
(from May 2013)
Linda Gurmin - County Treasurer
Gerry Russell - County Secretary

Voting Members
John Bedwell
Judy Jones
Cllr Mike Leddy
David Lees
Paul Little
Andrew Lloyd
Keith Hemming
John Nelson

Co-opted Members
Chair of the County Youth Forum
Chair of the County 
Appointments 
Committee
Chair of the Faiths and Beliefs 
Committee
Martin Champkin

Non - Voting/Invited to Attend
Regional Commissioner
Regional Development 
Manager
County Communications 
Manager
County Safety 
Co-ordinator
Chair of Blackwell Adventure

County Patron
John Saville DL,JP

County President
David Bradnock MBE, DL, JP, 
FBHI

Vice Presidents
His Grace the Archbishop of 
Birmingham - 
Bernard Longley
The Bishop of 
Birmingham - The Rt. Revd. 
David Urquhart
Miss L Bateman
Cllr R Brew
Mr D Cadbury
Mr T G Cryer
Mr L Fagg
Hon. Ald. L Gregory
Mr G Higginson
Mrs M Jones
Mr R Keeber 
Mr B Kimberley
Mrs S Kimberley
Lord Knights
Mr P Oldham
Mr P Perry
Mr P Platnauer
Mr R Morcom
Mr G Shaylor OBE
Mr C Sims - Chief 
Constable
Mrs M Simms
Mr P L Taylor
Mrs S Trinder  
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Blackwell Adventure: Blackwell Court, Agmore Road, Blackwell, Worcs B60 1PX Tel: 0121 445 1285 Email: info@blackwell adventure.co.uk 
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Explorer Scout Kayleigh Walters was entered by 
Handsworth Gang Show into a competition run by 

'Bright Sparks' in conjuction with Scouting. She won 
and recorded a single which entered the charts with 

a percentage of the profits going to Scouting.


